ELP Alum to Head Florida Emergency Management Division by Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
News Center News Articles Collection
2011-01
ELP Alum to Head Florida Emergency
Management Division
Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/51004
ELP Alum to Head Florida Emergency Management Division
chds.us/c/item/705
An alumnus of the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and
Security’s Executive Leaders Program was appointed Dec. 28 by Florida Gov.-elect Rick
Scott to be the Sunshine State’s Director of Emergency management.
Bryan Koon completed the Executive Leaders Program (ELP) in February 2009.The ELP
brings together senior leaders from both the government and the business world.
"We are fortunate to have the private-sector involvement in our Homeland Security
Executive Leaders Program," said Ellen Gordon, Associate Director of Executive
Education Programs at CHDS. "As a participant, Bryan certainly provided the private
sector insight and expertise in the classroom to make a rich learning experience. His homeland security and
emergency management knowledge was quite evident as we moved through the nine month program and should
be a considerable asset to the state of Florida."
Koon brings a wealth of private- and public-sector experience to the new job. He has worked since 2006 as Senior
Operations Manager for Wal-Mart Stores Inc.’s Emergency Operations Center. In that capacity Koon was
responsible for emergency operations in more than 8,500 facilities worldwide. The goal of the department was
ensuring customer and employee safety and restoring business operations in the wake of disastrous events.
"I am both proud and honored Bryan has chosen to put his wealth of experience to work protecting and defending all
Floridians and ensuring our state is prepared to tackle any emergency," Gov.-elect Scott said in a written statement.
Peers in the emergency management field praised the appointment. David Miller, president of the National
Emergency Management Association (NEMA), said:
"Bryan’s association and work with NEMA has allowed many of the state directors and his colleagues to benefit from
his expertise. His enthusiasm, pragmatic approach, and willingness to partner with others will serve him and the
citizens of Florida well. We at NEMA look forward to our continued relationship with Bryan and his continued
involvement with NEMA."
Koon is a U.S. Navy veteran and served as a Training Officer for Presidential Contingency Programs. After his Navy
service concluded, he continued to serve the White House as a contractor for SRA International, a Fairfax, Va.-
based consulting firm.
During an interview at the 2009 Lacy E. Suiter Policy Forum, Koon talked about the common emergency
management issues faced by businesses and governments:
"We face the same issues, regardless of whether we’re responsible for a federal entity, a state entity, a local entity or
the private sector. Our end goals are the same to protect the lives of our citizens and restore our operations to
normalcy."
He earned a Bachelor of Science in natural resources from Cornell University as well as a Master of Business
Administration from George Washington University.
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